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The Maryland Line Welcomes You! 

History: In 1863, the Confederate War Department ordered all Maryland units to camp together in order to build morale. The combination of infantry, cavalry and artillery was called the Maryland Line in honor of a similar formation of troops that existed during the Revolutionary War. We choose to portray the Maryland Line because we want each member to be able to portray the impression they want and still be able to camp with us. 

Conduct: Members are expected to respect each other and their property, as well as all fellow reenactors, public spectators, and especially our event organizers.  Members will conform to the NCWC Code of Conduct. 
Children: Children under the age of 14 are to be under the direct supervision of a parent or guardian at all times. The parent or guardian will be held responsible for the behavior of their child. If a parent or guardian cannot control their child, the commanding officer present at the event reserves the right to ask the parent or guardian and child to leave the event. 
Authenticity: As stated in the Maryland Line Bylaws, authenticity is important to our presentation to the public. We are not “stitch-counters”, but all members should make an effort to have clothing and equipment that are representative of the time period.
In Camp: Modern clothes are not permitted during public hours. 
In the Field: For military impressions, jackets are to be worn with at least the top (collar) button buttoned (This rule may be relaxed by the battalion commander or his designee). 

Jewelry: No modern jewelry or wrist watches are worn during public hours.  This rule does not apply to wedding rings/bands. 
Eyewear: Authentic eyewear or contact lenses should be worn during events if possible. 
Repair Kits: All members should have the proper repair necessities for their clothing. Damaged clothing should be repaired before coming to the next event. 

Footwear: Modern footwear is acceptable during non-public hours. 
Food: Most, but not all, members participate in a communal mess. Prior to each event you will be called and asked several questions to help us plan for your attendance. These include: 

Are you attending the event? 
How many days will you be camping with the Maryland Line? 
What type of tent(s) will you be bringing? 

Are you going to eat with us? 

If you are participating in the group meals, then you will be given a list of items to bring. Remember, phone lines run both ways: if you don’t receive a call by the Wednesday before an event, call your detachment commander. 
Camp Set-Up: When you arrive at an event (generally Friday afternoon/evening for an event starting on a Saturday), you need to find two people. One is the civilian advocate, who should be given the food items you were assigned to bring (if you are participating in the mess). The other is the senior officer or NCO currently in camp, who will direct you where to place your tent(s).
Camp Duties: Company mess duties are divided among those participating in meals. Other camp duties not related to mess, including guard details (for soldiers), and water and firewood details, are divided among all members present at an event. 
Equipment and Accoutrements:  The following sections will go over what items you will need to complete your impression.  Your detachment commander will have helpful advice about where to find these things and which items to acquire first. If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask.  See Appendix A for an idea of which items to acquire first.
Maryland Line Camp Items 
Chair types: Everyone should bring their own chair of a period appropriate style: 

A folding camp stool or chair made of wood & canvas* 

An all wood camp chair 

*Plain canvas, wool, or mattress ticking is an acceptable fabric for chairs and stools. 

Coolers: Are permitted in camp, despite being totally inauthentic. They are to be stored in a tent and covered, or disguised as a wooden box so that they do not detract from the unit’s overall impression. 

Cookware: If you do not participate in the club mess you will be responsible for all of your own cooking and clean-up. If you mess with the club then you will need to wash your personal dishes; there will be a dish-washing station set up in the kitchen. Please DO NOT use the water heater to clean dishes. Do scrape your dishes into the trash bag. Period appropriate types of mess equipment are: 

Cast iron 
Tin and pewter plates, wooden and tin bowls, tin and pewter cups and muckets 
Speckled enamelware (which can be used, even though it is not period correct) 

Silverware - knife, spoon, and a fork (three-tine forks are period correct) 

Lanterns: The most common styles are the square wooden candle lantern and the tin candle lantern. Candles should be a natural color. Beeswax candles are period correct. Tin and glass oil lanterns may be used.  Stay away from colored wax and oil (if visible in the lantern). 

Tents and Flies: Tents and flies should be canvas and of a type that was used during the Civil War era. Canvas treated to be water repellent, mildew resistant, and/or flame resistant is entirely acceptable. Tent-stakes should be made of metal or wood.
Types of tent and approximate dimensions: 

A-frame (Wedge) tent: 7’2” length x 7’10” width x 6’9” ridge 

Wall tent: 3’9” wall x 11’8” length x 9’9” width with a 7’4” ridge. 

Shelter (“Dog”) tent: 6’length x 6’ width x 3’ ridge 
Tents can be purchased through a sutler or other retailer such as Yakima Tent and Awning. 

Exceptions to these guidelines may be granted by the Commanding Officer, consistent with the Maryland Line Bylaws (Article VII). 
Maryland Line Military Members 
Welcome to Military Re-enacting 

Uniforms:  Note that uniform components can be worn in any branch of the Maryland Line as long as they are trimmed in black or untrimmed. If you choose to trim in infantry blue, artillery red, or cavalry yellow, the item will not be appropriate for use in other branches of service.  Acceptable materials for jackets, pants, and hats are wool, jean cloth, cassimere, or satinet.  Wool is the most durable and long lasting choice.  Acceptable colors are medium grey, cadet grey, or dark grey.  
Headwear: Confederate soldiers from Maryland were noted for a high proportion of kepis.  The brim of the kepi should be left flat or turned up.  It should not be cupped as is the fashion with modern baseball caps.  The brim may be made out of leather or oilcloth.  In order to reflect shortages of resources, ornamentation on the kepi is discouraged.  Limited stamped-brass or pewter insignia is acceptable.  Acceptable styles are: 
A kepi with a black, plain, or branch color trimmed band.
A forage cap (useful for those with extra hair to hide).
Civilian style and militia hats may also be worn. 
Shell Jackets: Owing to their state pride, Marylanders used buttons with the Maryland state seal whenever possible.  Styles recommended for the 1863 period would be the following; 
Richmond Depot Type 1 – Six piece body and two piece sleeves.  Epaulettes and collar were piped in black and black piping appears on the cuffs.  Also had belt loops.
Richmond Depot Type 2 – The same as the R. D. Type 1 – except without the black trim. 
Other Jackets: Other styles of military jacket are appropriate, but would not be as commonly available as the jackets issued from the Richmond Depot.  For information regarding other jackets, contact the commanding officer.
Trousers: Trousers should be of a Confederate style typical of those issued to troops of the Army of Northern Virginia. Plain trousers with no stripes are encouraged as it is more period correct for the mid to late war. Civilian trousers may also be acceptable but should be un-dyed or of a solid color and be of military appearance. Federal kersey blue trousers are also allowed as they are required when we portray Federal Maryland troops, although it is well documented that Confederate Marylanders disliked wearing captured Federal clothing. The use of worn-out, tattered, or heavily patched clothing is discouraged as records indicate that Maryland troops regularly received uniform issue and maintained good military appearance throughout the war. 
Shirts: Period shirts are made of cotton or wool in the four button (civilian), bib front ("battle" shirt), or single button (military issue) style. 
Braces (suspenders): Period braces attach to trousers with buttons and have no elastic. 
Vests: A period-style vest in a subdued color is strongly encouraged for wear around camp, as the social conventions of the time deemed it inappropriate for a man to wear an uncovered shirt. 
Footwear: Period footwear generally had square toes and as few seams as possible (one-piece fronts, one-piece uppers, etc.).
Artillery: Enlisted men can wear brogans or artillery boots; officers can wear the same or officer boots. 
Cavalry: Enlisted men and officers can wear brogans, but would likely wear an artillery boot or cavalry boot that comes above the knee. 
 Infantry: Enlisted men can wear brogans; officers can wear the same or officer boots. 
Socks: Period socks are gray wool or cotton or plain white cotton. 
Accoutrements: All accoutrements should be marked with your name and "Maryland Line" to avoid their being lost or confused with someone else's. 

Canteen: Smooth sides or "bullseye" design made of metal (tin or stainless steel) and usually but not always covered with cotton, wool or jean wool.  Some wood canteens are also appropriate.
Waist belt: Heavy black or brown leather belt with Maryland state seal oval buckle.  Saber belts (including leather shoulder strap and sword hangers) are encouraged but not required for cavalrymen. 

Cartridge box: Black leather.  The smaller carbine cartridge box is appropriate for cavalry and artillery (artillerists need not carry a cartridge box), while the larger musket cartridge box is appropriate for infantry and can be worn on the belt or worn on a shoulder sling.  If you choose to use a cartridge box plate, it should be a Maryland state seal oval. 

Cap box: Black or brown leather. 

Holsters: A black or brown leather holster with a button flap, designed for left-handed cross-draw use, is appropriate for any member using a revolver. 

Haversack: Tarred or plain canvas. 

Knapsack: A double bag soft pack or hard pack or blanket roll is appropriate. 

Wear of Accoutrements: Not all accoutrements need to be worn at all times.  The commanding officer may indicate the following type of order for accoutrements: 

Full Marching Order: Troops fall in with all weapons and accoutrements, including blanket roll or knapsack. 

Light Marching Order: As Full Marching Order except no blanket roll or knapsack. 

Dress Uniform: No accoutrements are worn except for waist belt with cap box. White gloves and a cravat are encouraged.  Note that no weapons except dress swords are allowed at the ball. 
Weapons: Appropriate weapons include but are not limited to the following: 

I. Cavalry: 
            A. Long Arms:
Enfield Musketoon (Pattern 1861) - .577 cal. 

J.P. Murray Carbine - .58 cal. 

Cook & Brother Carbine - .58 cal. 

Sharps Carbine (1859 or 1863 model) - .52 cal.

Smith Carbine (Cavalry or Artillery model) - .50 cal.
            B. Side Arms*: (No chrome or nickel-plated)
Colt Navy Revolver (Model 1851 and confederate clones) - .36 cal. (Steel or brass frame)
Colt Army Revolver (Model 1860) - .44 cal. (Steel frame only) 

Colt Navy Revolver (Model 1861) - .36 cal. (Steel frame only)
Remington New Model Army or Navy Revolver - .36 or .44 cal. (Steel frame only) 

Spiller and Burr Revolver - .36 Cal. (Brass Frame)
*The steel framed Colt Model 1851 covers the widest range of time periods and impressions.
            C. Sabers:
Enlisted men would carry a Model 1840 or 1860 Cavalry Saber.  Officers' sabers would be less uniform.
  II. Infantry: 
            A. Long Arms*:
Enfield “three-band” musket (Pattern 1853)
Springfield “three-band” musket (Model 1855 or 1861)
Richmond “three-band” musket
*The P1853 Enfield is the easiest to maintain due to its blued finish and brass hardware.  It covers the widest range of time periods and impressions.
            B. Side Arms: Only officers and sergeants of the infantry would have regularly carried side-arms.  These would be of one of the types listed above for cavalry. 

            C. Bayonets: Bayonets and scabbards appropriate for the long arms listed above; note that sword bayonets are not allowed. 
            D. Swords: Only officers typically carried swords in infantry companies.  Sergeants are allowed to wear the M1840 N.C.O. sword, however most preferred not to carry the extra weight.  For officers, straight swords would have been the rule, although some officers preferred to carry cavalry-style sabers. 

III. Artillery: (for cannon information – inquire to the Artillery Commander). 
Weapons for artillery members are the same as for cavalry, although artillerists are not required to purchase any weapons.
IV. Original Weapons: It is suggested that an original weapon be reserved for display and historical educational purposes both in recognition of their value and potential safety concerns. 

V. Weapon Care: 

A. Inspection: Weapons will be inspected before the 1st battle, each day of an event. It is the responsibility of the owner to ensure that their weapon is cleaned, oiled, and in proper working condition prior to inspection. At no time will weapons be discharged without passing a company level inspection. Weapons will never be discharged in the camp without the express permission of the commanding officer. 

B.  Storage: When not in use all weapons will be stacked or stored in a safe manner by the owner.  Weapons must not be left unsecured at any time!
VI. Ammunition: All cartridges are to be made using plain paper with the end folded over.  A cartridge that is glued, stapled, or tied is not permitted under our Safety Rules.  All powder charges must be in direct compliance with the NCWC guidelines. 
Maryland Line Civilians 

Welcome to Civilian Re-enacting 

The civilian group of the Maryland Line operates with a membership of men, women and children. The Civilian group participates at living history events, school presentations, and interacts with the public. We hope to develop new ideas and projects to promote further education and understanding of our hobby. These lists were compiled to give you an idea of what you may need to get started in the hobby. Keep in mind that we all have different ideas of how we want to go about our impressions. There are some of  us who are great at sewing and can make anything we want, but some of us prefer to buy what we need and try not to spend a lot of money doing it. If you have any questions feel free to contact the Civilian Advocate. 

Ladies: 

1. Dress - 1 or 2 piece dresses with long sleeves made of cotton, wool or silk fabric.  Because we work around fire, synthetics (polyester, rayon, etc) are inappropriate: they melt rather than burn.  All dresses worn by adults should have long sleeves and skirts that reach the top of your foot or lower ankle 

2. Underclothes - Underclothes are vital for the proper shape and comfort at events.  To start out with sports bra and pedel pushers (capri pants) are ok but you will probably be more comfortable in 100% cotton chemise and drawers. 

3. Corset - The only way to get the true period shape is to wear a corset, although it is not necessary to get in the first year.  Corsets provide support for your skirts and, if properly fitted, can be very comfortable.  A custom made corset can be purchased for $120-$200. Before you buy a corset try it on, walk around, make sure you can sit down, make sure that once it is laced up there is a 3 inch gap in the back.   

4. Blouse- Garibaldi type with dropped shoulders, closure at the neck with buttons down front, long sleeves, usually made of cotton, can be print or solid color. 
5. Skirt-ankle length, gathered or pleated at the waistband with a hook and eye or button closure.  It is appropriate to sew a pocket into the skirt at the opening.  Small floral prints, plaids or checks in period colors are best, they hide dirt best.  Look for simple designs on plain background.  The Civilian Advocate has a book on period fabrics. 

6. Petticoat:  Some sort of petticoat is needed to achieve the proper shape.  Petticoats are constructed in the same manner as skirts but are typically made of white muslin.  Corded petticoats are a great option as they provide the skirt with fullness but are not as wide as hoops.  If you wear a hoop you should wear a petticoat over the hoop to disguise the bones. 

7. Hoop Skirt - These are not necessary for reenacting.  These would be worn under day dresses but not under work dresses.  When you purchase a hoop you will need to make some adjustments to it.  The lowest hoop should be no less than 8 inches off the ground (any lower and you trip on them).  Hoops worn under day dresses should be adjusted no more than 100 inches in circumference depending on your height.
8. Stockings - aka Socks - For your first event socks are fine but you might be more comfortable in knee or thigh high cotton or cotton/nylon socks sold at the sutlers and at some retail shops.  Colors and stripes are fine.  Sometimes for the colder events wool socks are nice in the evenings. 

9. Shoes - Ankle high boots in black or brown are most appropriate for women of this era who are outside.  Mary Janes are period appropriate but, in the experience of the Civilian Advocate, work poorly for our outdoor conditions (they get pricklies, dust, and water in them more so than boots).  Look for boots at discount stores and used clothing stores.  Square toes are most appropriate, no more than a 2 inch chunky heel, and as simple a design as possible. 

10. Head wear - After you have a basic outfit you might want to consider something for your head.  Straw hats, bonnets, wool hats decorated with ribbon and silk flowers keep the sun off your head. 
11. Hair - long hair should be parted down the center kept in a bun at the base of the neck or fixed and contained within crocheted type snood. Short hair was uncommon during the period but is common now.  Do your best to pull hair back and then cover then ends in something pretty and crochet.  If you choose to buy a hair piece, choose one that matches your hair and looks as natural as possible.  Hats, snoods and other hair things can be used to cover short hair.  The other option for short hair is to say that you have recently had scarlet fever or lice. 

12. Make Up - sunscreen only is best but if you choose to wear make up natural appropriate (light foundation and light blush)  Eyeshadow, bright blush and obvious lipstick are not appropriate. 

13. Jewelry - older looking brooches are great, cameo's and flower prints.  Earrings - french wire type that dangle.  Rings - use your judgment. Gold or silver bands are fine.  Bezel set stones are the most period.  You are not expected to remove your wedding rings.  Wrist watches should not be worn.  Small pocket watches are appropriate. 

14. Handbags - Simple woven baskets are great.  Drawstring and crochet purses. 

15. Warm Clothes - Shawls are nice in cooler weather.  They can be made from a square of material folded into a triangle, or crocheted/knitted.  Capes, with and without hoods, are nice for early mornings and late evenings.  Good lengths are finger tip, elbow and knee length.  Avoid the full length shawls, they were only used for formal occasions. 

16. Aprons - After your first dress, aprons are the next thing you should get.  They have a bib to pin to your bodice and a full skirt that is gathered to a waist band.  They can have large pockets.  Any period prints that hide dirt well make excellent aprons.  White aprons are used only for visiting. 

Gentlemen: If you would like to pursue this impression please see the Civilian Advocate who will refer you to current resources.  Men of this era wore wool suits somewhat similar to those worn now, but modern suits are not appropriate.  They would have worn vests, cotton shirts and cravats. 

Children: Children, regardless of sex, wear similar cloths throughout their childhoods.  Boat neck and short sleeve outfits were common.  Hair was allowed to be loose, or for girls it can be in braids.  Always use cotton, wool, linen, and/or silk, never synthetics.  If childrens clothing accidentally catchs fire their burns will be much worse if they have synthetic clothing. 

1. Birth - 3 months: Girls and boys: Hems cover the feet.  They had chemise and drawers.  Mary Janes and boot are common shoes. 

2. 3 months - 2 years: Dresses were hemmed to mid to lower calf but same as above. 

3. 2-3 years: Dresses were hemmed to just below the knees. 

Girls - After 3 years old girls wore chemise, drawers and a petticoat.  Their clothes button up the back (unlike adult clothing that buttons up the front).  They would frequently wear sunbonnets or straw hats.  Hems are slowly lowered.  Growth tucks in skirts were frequently used (extra material in tucks in the skirts). In the teens skirts was lowered to the mid-calf.  Please keep skirts short until the age of 17 or18 (full adulthood).  Young girls look much older in long skirts hence a possible safety issue if skirts are let down too early. The dress of the day signaled to others when they were of marriageable age.   

Boys over the age of 3: Short wool pants (knickers) worn with stockings were common. Suspenders were often worn.  Cotton shirts that button up are wrong.  For colder weather the pants would have been longer.  Please don't dress your little boys up as soldiers.  This would not have been a common practice.   

1. Shoes - Black ankle boots or Mary Janes. 

2. Hats - Same as adults - straw or bonnet. 

Boys up to Age 10 

1.  Pants - Knee length made of wool, heavy linen or gabardine.  You can use dickey pants with some alterations or wool pants available at the sutlery 

2.  Shirts - 3 button like adult males 

3.  Drawers - like adult males, necessary if you intend to use wool pants 

4.  Socks - Black ankle or mid calf boots made with leather uppers. (brown works too) 

5.  Hat - Same as adult males - should fit appropriately.  More than likely to be civilian hat rather than military (kepi) 

  

Other: Other clothing and accessories may be subject to review by the Civilian Advocate. 
Appendix A

Equipment Priority for Military Members
What to buy first

First Priority:

Canteen (get this before anything else)

Period eating utensils (if eating with the company)


Plate, spoon, fork, knife, cup
A period correct chair (if camping with the company)
Second Priority:
Acceptable footwear

A period correct tent (if camping with the company)
Kepi or slouch hat as appropriate
Waist belt

Cap pouch

Cartridge box with sling

Kit to make cartridges

Shirt
Third Priority:

Musket (or other primary weapon) and cleaning equipment

Pants

Jacket

Suspenders

Fourth Priority:

Period eyewear (if needed)

Secondary weapon


Bayonet and scabbard for infantry, Revolver for cavalry or artillery

Haversack

Period socks
Appendix B

Online Sutlers
Sutlers:  Some online sutlers that club members have used in the past are
www.fcsutler.com


General purpose sutler
www.blockaderunner.com

General purpose sutler
www.regtqm.com


General purpose sutler

www.jarnaginco.com


General purpose sutler

www.milkcreek.com


General purpose sutler (local)

www.quartermastershop.com

Uniforms and other clothing
www.jas-townsend.com

Period eyeglass frames, some other items

www.dixiegunworks.com

Period firearms, some other items
www.dirtybillyshats.com 

High end hats

www.dellsleatherworks.com

High end leathers

www.missouribootandshoe.tripod.com
High end footwear and leathers
www.yakimatent.com


Tents, Willing to do custom work

Make sure to shop around for the best deals!

